






Planning Dept Email <planning@rochesterhills.org>

Data Center Ordinance
1 message

Alicia McArthur <aliciamcarthur@icloud.com> Thu, May 14, 2026 at 2:18 PM
To: planning@rochesterhills.org

Dear Planning Commission,

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed data center ordinance currently under consideration.

I believe this ordinance raises serious concerns for residents and the long-term character of our community.  Large-scale
data centers can place significant strain on local utilities, including electricity and water resources, while providing
relatively few permanent jobs compared to their physical footprint and environmental impact.

In addition, I am concerned about:
Increased noise from cooling systems and backup generators
Higher energy consumption and pressure on the power grid
Potential environment impacts and heat pollution
Traffic and construction disruption
Reduced property values and changes to neighborhood character
Limited transparency regarding future expansion and oversight

I respectively ask that the ordinance be reconsidered.

Our community deserves thoughtful planning that prioritizes residents’ quality of life and sustainability.

Thank you for your time and consideration.  I encourage you to listen carefully to community concerns before moving
forward with this ordinance.

Sincerely,

Ali McArthur
Rochester Hills resident of 55 years
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Planning Dept Email <planning@rochesterhills.org>

Data center
1 message

Anthony Bruley <wither810@icloud.com> Thu, May 14, 2026 at 1:33 PM
To: planning@rochesterhills.org

As a lifelong resident,

I couldn’t think of a worse idea
Data centers provide nothing to our community and will leach our natural resources. If you truly care at all about the
people in our community you will not allow data centers. Don’t be a blood sucker.

People over profit

Ant Bruley
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Planning Dept Email <planning@rochesterhills.org>

data centers
1 message

Christopher Vann <tophervann@att.net> Thu, May 14, 2026 at 1:42 PM
To: planning@rochesterhills.org

hello,
as a resident of Rochester Hills I can’t see any benefit of having data centers. I am totally against this. They are a
resource hog and don’t employ many. The purpose of them will not benefit any of us.

christopher vann
2354 blockton

Sent from my iPhone
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Planning Dept Email <planning@rochesterhills.org>

Data Centers
1 message

Jean Vickers <jmvickers@comcast.net> Thu, May 14, 2026 at 6:27 PM
To: planning@rochesterhills.org

I am writing to oppose any and all data centers in the cities of Rochester Hills (and Rochester). They will have significant
adverse effects on the community including water consumption, high electricity usage causing higher costs for residents
high carbon dioxide emissions polluting our air, and noise.  There is a reason we are seeing an increase in attempts to
build these centers in Illinois, Ohio, and now Michigan——the abundance of water in the Great Lakes.  If we are to
maintain the titile of “Michigan’s Best City to Live In”, and want to preserve our Great Lakes, NO data centers! Sent from
my iPad
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Planning Dept Email <planning@rochesterhills.org>

Data Center
1 message

Joan Johnson <joan.rikka@gmail.com> Fri, May 15, 2026 at 2:48 PM
To: "planning@rochesterhills.org" <planning@rochesterhills.org>
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To: Planning Commission

May 15, 2026

Re: Data Center proposal
I am unable to attend the meeting on May 19, 2026. I wish to make my concerns known to you.
The information I reference comes from two articles: “From Energy Use to Air Quality, the Many
Ways Data Centers Affect US Communities”, World Resources Institute, 2/17/2026; and “What are
the Pros and Cons of Data Centers?”, TechRepublic Report, 2/5/2026.

I believe a Data Center is wrong for the Rochester Hills community.
My main concerns deal with the extraordinary use of power from the grid and water usage. Let’s
start with power. The estimates suggest power usage equivalent to 25,000 to 100,000 homes
depending upon the size of the data center. To adequately supply the center the grid would need
significant upgrades including the use of renewables. My concern relates to the strain on the
existing grid and the associated costs. I do not wish to see my electric bill increase yet again. In the
planning, if DTE creates a special billing structure for the data center and associated rate fees, I
would have less objection.

My second concern is water usage. Depending upon size, data centers use between 110 million
gallons a year to 5M gallons per day. This is an equivalent use of 1,000 houses in one year for the
smaller center. Unless there sufficient ground rules regarding water use with an eye to the future
are in place, this sounds like a raw deal for Rochester Hills. This community was in drought at the
beginning of the year. We just went through a water main break that with good fortune and
community support was shorter and less disruptive than projected.

Other areas to consider are noise pollution from the constant use of cooling fans (85 decibels), air
pollution from the gas- and diesel-powered fans, and land use issues as these centers can occupy
.35 sq miles of land that would see better use for housing or farming.

Last, the profits from these data centers are only fractionally returned to the community. Major
companies, such as Google, earn much more than the communities that accept the data centers
are offered in return. Even the number of long-term jobs created range from 25 to 150.
Once a data center is in will there be a push to enlarge the center? While not the same industry,
take a look at the difficulties Evart, MI had with ICE Mountain once the company had a foothold in
the community.
Please give significant thought to the quiet, forested, and park-filled community that is Rochester
Hills before venturing into this enticing but problem-filled world of data centers.

Thank you for reading my remarks.

Sincerely,

Joan Johnson
175 E Nawakwa Rd
Unit 116
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
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Planning Dept Email <planning@rochesterhills.org>

Data centers
1 message

Pravin Puri <ppuri@eplasticsurgeon.net> Thu, May 14, 2026 at 7:30 PM
To: "planning@rochesterhills.org" <planning@rochesterhills.org>

I am writing to strongly oppose any data centers in Rochester Hills. Here is some information regarding data
centers:

To avoid noise pollution from cooling systems and backup generators, it is recommended to live at least 
1 to 2.5 miles away from a data center. While data centers are generally safe and quiet, they can
produce a constant, low-frequency hum audible up to 2 miles away, with significant impacts felt
within 3000 feet.

Key Considerations for Proximity:
Noise Impact: Data centers
can emit noise levels
exceeding 90 decibels, often a
low-frequency hum that
travels long distances and can
cause stress or sleep issues for
nearby residents.

Safety & Pollution: While radiation is
generally contained, some studies
indicate communities within one mile of
EPA-regulated data centers may
experience higher air pollution (nitrogen
dioxide and diesel particulate matter)
from backup generators.

Recommended Buffer
Zone: Organizations, such as
the Sierra Club, suggest that to
minimize impacts, data centers
should ideally be located at
least 2.5 miles away from
residential areas.

It is not practical to have a data center in a city the size of Rochester Hills regardless of how much money it
brings to the city.
I am actually shocked that the city is even considering it.

Here are a couple videos regarding what it is like to live near a data center:

The sounds you hear living half a mile away from a Data centre. No one should have to live like
this. : r/AIMain

This is the sound a data center makes around the clock, every single night - while hundreds of
homes sit right next door. : r/sgv

Pravin Puri MD
1739 South Shore Drive
ppuri@eplasticsurgeon.net
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Planning Dept Email <planning@rochesterhills.org>

Data Centers
1 message

jobs-tree8b@icloud.com <jobs-tree8b@icloud.com> Thu, May 14, 2026 at 5:02 PM
To: planning@rochesterhills.org

Good evening,

I’m writing to you to voice my concern over data centers, as a resident of Rochester Hills. I do not approve of any data
centers being built in Rochester Hills. Based off of what I see happening in many communities, the voices of the residents
are being ignored and over ridden. I am sure that will not happen in our beautiful city.

Thank you,
Stephanie Clum
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Hello, 

 

My Name is Jo Soko, I am a resident of Rochester, MI, and my day job is in 

Cybersecurity. When we talk about Data Centers that are used to power AI, we are often also 

talking about community affectedness.  

From a Fortune article, “a study by the Houston Advanced Research Center estimated 

data centers would use 49 billion gallons in 2025 and as much as 399 billion gallons by 2030 [in 

Texas],” which heavily impacts surrounding communities (1). Communities throughout the 

country have experienced everything from sediment in their water (5), decrease in water pressure 

(1), doubled water bills/pricing (1), a lack of transparency from developers (1, 3), various types 

of pollution (2,3), and more. 

Michiganders’ current economic situation does not need to be further exacerbated by 

higher water bills, with everything else being increasingly expensive. Another economic strain is 

the last thing the residents of Rochester Hills, and Rochester, need. 

The current amount of data centers in Michigan are currently able to support our 

technological infrastructure, and will for years, as there are 75 total data centers in the state 

already, with 33 in the Detroit area (4). While Lake Huron, Rochester Hill’s water supply (6), 

can certainly hold billions of gallons, what will we do if it runs dry and runs residents into dry 

ground? 

I am urging every person sitting before me to implement an extension to the moratorium 

of the building of new Data Centers in Rochester Hills and the surrounding area, because the 

unknown extent of their impact needs further investigation. Rochester Hills is “innovative by 

nature,” and we need to protect both.  Thank you for your time. 

 

Sources 

1 - https://fortune.com/2026/05/13/data-center-georgia-arizona-water-wars/ 

2 -https://www.environmentalhealthproject.org/post/the-dangers-of-data-centers  

3 - https://www.datacenters.com/news/texas-water-crisis-the-impact-of-data-center-developments-on-a-fragile-resource  

4 - https://www.datacentermap.com/usa/michigan/  

5-  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjkaYyysYhA  

6- https://www.rochesterhills.org/frequently_asked_questions/water___sewer_billing.php  

https://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/land-lines-magazine/articles/land-water-impacts-data-centers/
https://fortune.com/2026/05/13/data-center-georgia-arizona-water-wars/
https://www.environmentalhealthproject.org/post/the-dangers-of-data-centers
https://www.datacenters.com/news/texas-water-crisis-the-impact-of-data-center-developments-on-a-fragile-resource
https://www.datacentermap.com/usa/michigan/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jjkaYyysYhA
https://www.rochesterhills.org/frequently_asked_questions/water___sewer_billing.php
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