CITY COUNCIL							
CITY OF ROCHESTER
400 SIXTH STREET, ROCHESTER MICHIGAN
REGULAR MEETING
July 27, 2026
7:00 P.M.
1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Jones at 7:00 p.m.
2.  ROLL CALL
PRESENT:	Mayor Debbie Jones, Mayor Pro Tem Stuart Bikson, Councilmembers Jessica Clauser, Christian Hauser, Sara King, Nancy Salvia and Marilyn Trent.
ABSENT:  	None.

3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT SCHEDULED/NON-SCHEDULED/PRESENTATIONS
4A.  Report and Presentation regarding the 2026 Heritage Festival. DDA Director Trevarrow and Deputy Finance Director Moriwaki give a review of the recent Heritage Festival and what they expect for the future of the event. Don Sienkiewicz and Brian Dunphy of the Historical Commission also speak to the future of the festival. 

4B.   Report for the budget of the OPC. Executive Director Renee Cortright gives a review of the OPC and their budget highlights.  

MOTION:	Bikson moved to receive the budget from the OPC, Salvia seconded,
To receive the budget of the OPC.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

One resident makes a comment on curbside tree trimming pickup.


[bookmark: _Hlk45282002]5. CONSENT AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk194246395][bookmark: _Hlk126823584]5A.  Regular meeting minutes for July 13th and special meeting minutes for July 16th, 2026. 

MOTION:	Bikson moved to approve the consent agenda, Trent seconded,
To approve the regular meeting minutes for July 13th and special meeting minutes for July 16th, 2026.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk210569276]5B.  Accept receipt of the Check Register report for July 9th through July 20th  

MOTION:	Bikson moved, Trent seconded,
To approve the check register.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

6.  OLD BUSINESS/ TABLED ITEMS.
NONE.

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
NONE. 

8. LEGISLATIVE DELIBERATIONS  
NONE.

9. REPORTS AND REGULAR BUSINESS  
[bookmark: _Hlk40941967][bookmark: _Hlk75419862][bookmark: _Hlk74204927][bookmark: _Hlk106795844]
9A. Consideration of a request to establish a downtown social district. 

DDA Director Trevarrow discusses the process and the proposed boundaries and which business the creation of a social district would include. There has been planning on signage for how to inform the public, how to inform officers on enforcement in the form of special designated wristbands to help identify those who have been verified. 

Chief Rouhib gives his opinion on the district and some considerations to be discussed such as how many drinks can a business sell to one individual 

Council weighs in on the boundaries and what businesses, if any, would like to participate but are not within the current proposed boundaries. There is also discussion on possibly setting further parameters such as how many drinks a business can sell to an individual, is the City allowed to revoke or pause the social district for special events, how do special events play into the social district, can businesses allow drinks in their establishment, and what will signage look like. 

Council asks Chief what patrol and enforcement will look like. Chief replies that they will assess and review their current patrol and may rotate bicycle officers and foot patrol and change where needed. 

Attorney Kragt gives council on the process of adoption and what steps would be taken if the City Council would like to move forward on this. 


MOTION:	King moved, Trent seconded,
To move for first reading and introduction of the consideration to establish a downtown social district.  

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

9B. Consideration of the Rochester Community House renovation project – contract award and related approvals. 

Project Manager Warner outlines the scope of the project, this being the bid without the inclusion of the basement. He discusses the overall budget consisting of $3,624,001.00 for regular construction expenses. There is an additional $264,736 for insurance, contingency and other, and there is an additional $300,000 proposed that could be added on for the kitchen renovation but that won’t be included unless specified by the Council at this moment. Much of the cost of the project is being covered by grants, in particular from the Michigan Senate. Between the 2 main grants for $3.4 million, there leaves a difference of $511,579.48 to make up for the rest of the project total. The ask to Council is to award the contract to Frank Rewold & Sons and to authorize the spending of $511,579.48. 

Council asks where the funding would come from, Finance Director Moggio is present to answer funding questions. 

Sean Rewold and Nick from Rewold & Sons is also present to answer project scope questions and what the bids of the contractors they will be using looked like. 

MOTION:	Hauser moved, Salvia seconded,
To award the Community House project to Rewold & Sons and authorize the spending of $511,579.48 for this project. 

Council also asks about the kitchen renovation and if they may want to revisit that part of the Community House in the future. Council also thanks Senator Webber and Representative Tisdel. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

Senator Webber gives his and Representative Tisdel’s regards to the City and is happy the project is advancing. 

9C. Consideration to approve the Elections Emergency Preparedness Plan.

City Clerk D’Annunzio discusses his proposal to have the Council adopt an emergency preparedness plan to establish a backup plan in the event a polling location becomes unusable. 

Council asks if the County was briefed on the plan. Clerk D’Annunzio said this was a City plan. 

MOTION:	Salvia moved, Clauser seconded,
To adopt the Elections Emergency Preparedness Plan. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

9D. Consideration of budget amendments and receipt of the quarterly financial report. 

Finance Director Moggio brings forward the final quarterly financial report for FYE 26. He feels the City has hit its target and there will be no further amendments since the fiscal year has passed. He gives the budget highlights and projects that have been completed and in progress. 

Council asks questions on the various funds and what goals each fund will be seeking. There are also questions about the employee health costs. There is also a highlight of the key performance indicators for each fund and broken down by project. Finance will continue hosting budget workshops to hear feedback and future goals of the City. 

There is public comment regarding condemning dead trees and notifying the City of a dead tree near the water tower. 

MOTION:	Salvia moved, Trent seconded,
To approve budget amendments as presented and the fiscal year end as presented by Finance Director Moggio. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

9E. Consideration to retire the municipal vehicle loans with general fund surplus.

Finance Director Moggio presents the opportunity to close out the municipal vehicle loans of three vehicles and execute the payoff of $419,897.89.

Council asks what vehicles this would be covering and how much money the City would be saving in taking this action. 

Finance Director Moggio answers roughly $8,000 a year for the lifetime of the payments. 

MOTION:	King moved, Trent seconded,
To authorize Finance Director Moggio to pay off the three vehicle agreements in the amount of $419,897.89, and not to exceed $421,000 in case of the per diem comes into action, using General Fund surpluses.  

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

9F. Consideration of the performance evaluation of the Finance Director. 

City Manager Banda gives his evaluation of Finance Director Moggio and talks about what an asset Director Moggio is to the City, not only in finance, but also in the City’s utilization of technology in our services and specifically the use of AI by our departments led by Moggio. Another positive is his bringing on the Project Manager position to be more proactive on City projects. 

Council thanks Director Moggio for his educating the Council on the City’s finances and how we operate. They thank him for his long time service to the City. 

MOTION:	Bikson moved, Salvia seconded,
To accept the performance review and give Finance Director Moggio a 3% increase. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.


10. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS.
10A. Report from the Sustainable Rochester Committee
Trent discusses the July 13th meeting and their addition of two community members on what other communities do regarding sustainability. There was also discussion on communication plans and what the rollout would look like and how to educate the public on sustainable practices. 

10B. Report from the Rochester Area Recreational Authority
King discusses the funding highlights and additions for RARA and what may be done regarding parking lot repairs. Fund balance is at 20%. Registrations for programs have been great so far this year. Upcoming events include movies in the park, bikes and beats, and parent’s night out.

10C. Report from the Finance and Budget Committee
Trent reports that the next department of focus was the Fire Department. They were highlighting the different programs regarding EMS as well as an update regarding the new ladder truck purchase and how it is on track for arriving in October. There was also discussion on fees the City charges. Budget workshop dates for next year have been established and it is asked all Council members keep these dates in mind. 

10D. Report from the Parking Advisory Committee
Bikson discusses Lot 5 and those plans for collecting payment. There are new ideas that will be brought forward to possibly replace meters. Gate lighting for the parking decks were also discussed. There may be changes to how the East deck operates as well. 

10F. Report from the Asset Committee
Salvia mentions that water rates were the main point of discussion for the last meeting. There was also discussion on upcoming road projects. 

10G. Report from the Paint Creek Trailways Commission
Trent highlights public engagement sessions for what can be improved on the trailway. There is also an easement hearing along the trailway in Orion Township which was given conditional approval for a new development. Bridge construction is also upcoming along the trailway in the fall. 

10H. Report from the Historical Commission
Jones says focus was on the end of year budget, on Founders Day, and focus of that celebration will be on the underground railroad. 

10I. Report from the Wellness Committee
Clauser talks about how the committee has kicked off and how they talked about goals and what success will look like to them. 

11.  PUBLIC COMMENT
NONE.

12.  GENERAL MISCELLANEOUS.


City Clerk D’Annunzio reminds the City about early voting and the upcoming election. 

City Manager Banda thanks the Clerk’s Office for keeping the election running smoothly. He also thanks staff for handling of the smoke and talks about a meeting with the new Priority CEO. 

Bikson commends the DDA for keeping the public health in mind when cancelling the dancing in the streets for the smoke, and says the Rochester tennis open was a great success. 

Trent informs the City that Rochester was one of four communities to be a finalist for the community excellence award for our work on the microforest. 

Salvia commends the Community House project for getting across the finish line and is excited to see construction begin. 

Clauser thanks everyone for their work on the sidewalk sales, dancing in the streets and everything else DDA has accomplished. 
Jones thanks the DDA for their events as well. The microforest is also thriving. Mayor Jones also reminds about meeting with the Mayor at the OPC. Jones also thanks the Rochester tennis open and the Rochester Tennis Coach. She also would like to encourage everyone to get out and vote.  


13.  ADJOURN
Mayor Jones adjourned the meeting at 9:44 p.m.

___________________________________   		_____________________________
Brian D’Annunzio, City Clerk				Debbie Jones, Mayor 

