CITY COUNCIL							
CITY OF ROCHESTER
400 SIXTH STREET, ROCHESTER MICHIGAN
REGULAR MEETING
July 13, 2026
7:00 P.M.
1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Jones at 7:00 p.m.
2.  ROLL CALL
PRESENT:	Mayor Debbie Jones, Mayor Pro Tem Stuart Bikson, Councilmembers Jessica Clauser, Christian Hauser, Sara King, Nancy Salvia and Marilyn Trent.
ABSENT:  	None.

3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT SCHEDULED/NON-SCHEDULED/PRESENTATIONS
4A.  Swearing in of the new firefighters. City Clerk D’Annunzio swears in 6 new firefighters: Ken Mclaurin, Gavin Rose, Anthony Bono, Taylor Dodder, Lee Yott, Atherium Bommarito

4B.   Recognition of the Eagle Scout, Gavin from Stoney Creek, and his project to restore the Gazebo in the Rochester Municipal Park. 

4C.  Presentation by the Rochester School Board Superintendent, Nicholas Russo, on the state of the school district’s finances and details of the upcoming millage proposal. Council also asks about the timeline of progress regarding the Rochester School’s old headquarters at 501 W. University. 

4D.  Presentation by Vice President and Media Director, Gabe McCoy, for the Friends of the Clinton River Trail informing Council of the return of what is known as the “Fall Classic.” This will be 9:00 am – 1:00 pm on Sunday, September 27th. Opening and closing of the event will be at the Kiwanis Shelter in the Rochester Municipal Park. The proceeds for this event go towards maintaining the trail. 

One resident asks about the installation of a stop sign on Romeo around Elizabeth. 


[bookmark: _Hlk45282002]5. CONSENT AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk194246395][bookmark: _Hlk126823584]5A.  Regular meeting minutes for June 22nd, 2026. 

MOTION:	Hauser moved to approve the consent agenda, Trent seconded,
To approve the regular meeting minutes for June 22nd, 2026.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk210569276]5B.  Accept receipt of the Check Register report for June 18th through July 6th  

MOTION:	Hauser moved, Trent seconded,
To approve the check register.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.



6.  OLD BUSINESS/ TABLED ITEMS.
NONE.

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
NONE. 


8. LEGISLATIVE DELIBERATIONS  
8A. Consideration of a Bicycle/E-Bike Ordinance – Second reading and adoption. 

Attorney Kragt outlines the proposed ordinance and where the boundaries may lie, and what kind of communication and signage would be made. 

Council debates the potential actions they can take tonight regarding the ordinance. 

Police Chief Rouhib clarifies the permitted modes of transportation and what education and enforcement would look like if the ordinance were passed. He discusses a plan spanning multiple months (120-day rollout) regarding enforcement and what he would like to address when. 

9 residents speak in favor of the ordinance while asking Council to be mindful of bicycle users and what the city could possibly do to help facilitate better and more dedicated bicycle use through bike lanes or signage of where they are permitted. They also like that this does not affect the use of bicycles/E-bikes on the trails. There was also an ask to revisit the Master Plan or include a Complete Streets Plan. 

Council weighs the boarders of the enforcement zone, discussing possible benefits of having a broader zone vs a smaller zone. The one being from University to First Street/bridge seems to have a more unified agreement while also recognizing the zone can be expanded at a later date if needed. Some of the reasoning for the larger zone would be to incorporate the area by the Dairy Queen and Lipumas where there are traditionally lines of people outside. 


Councilmember King would also like the Council to put up a mirror for the Clinton River Trail that can help with visibility. 

MOTION:	King moved, Salvia seconded,
To direct City Administration and Friends of the Clinton River Trail to look into adding a visibility mirror on the Clinton River Trail coming around the corner near Elizabeth.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None. 
Motion Carried.

Council resumes debating the bike ordinance and the concerns of who this may affect. Would like to keep disabled and those in need in mind. Are there additional markings that need to be added to the alleys and additional signage regarding these ordinance changes. Councilmember Clauser would like to move this task to a committee and focus solely on communication and other areas that need to be addressed such as previously mentioned. 

MOTION:	Trent moved, Hauser seconded,
To approve the ordinance as presented with the amendment to Sec. 52-233 by defining the downtown area of along Main Street from University to the abutment of the bridge above First Street, and to remove the last sentence of Sec. 52-234, and with the amendment to change the last bullet point of Sec. 52-238 to say “A device may be impounded when it is abandoned or is unlawfully parked, obstructing pedestrian access, or left in violation of posted parking restrictions.”

There is further discussion on the enforcement by the Police Department and their education rollout plan. Signage regarding what alternative routes will be is something else to be addressed by the Police Department. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	Clauser.
ABSENT:  None. 
Motion Carried.



9. REPORTS AND REGULAR BUSINESS  
[bookmark: _Hlk40941967][bookmark: _Hlk75419862][bookmark: _Hlk74204927][bookmark: _Hlk106795844]
9A. Consideration of Metro Act Permit – Gateway Infrastructure

Gateway Infrastructure discusses their plan for fiber infrastructure. 

Council asks the applicant about their business plan, about where their central hub is, and what going forward would look like. 

The applicant answers that their central unit will be on the east side of the city with infrastructure expanding west. They also assess on whether other fiber providers are already present in the city as not to overbuild the city. 

MOTION:	Salvia moved, Bikson seconded,
To approve the gateway infrastructure telecommunication permit and to authorize the City Clerk and City Manager to execute the permit. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

9B. Consideration of a resolution opposing House Bills 5529-5532 and 5581- 5585 regarding local municipal zoning authority.

Council is in agreement about wanting to retain local control over zoning that may be changed in the proposed legislation.

MOTION:	Hauser moved, Trent seconded,
To designate the City Clerk to sign the resolution opposing House Bills 5529-5532 and 5581-5585 and send to our State Representative, State Senator, and Governor.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

9C. Consideration to approve the appointment of the Election Workers.

MOTION:	Bikson moved, Trent seconded,
To approve the appointment of presented election workers. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

9D. Consideration to approve the preprocessing of absentee ballots on Monday, August 3rd, 2026 from 12:00 pm – 5:00 pm. 

MOTION:	Trent moved, Bikson seconded,
To approve the preprocessing of absentee ballots from 12:00 pm – 5:00 pm on Monday, August 3rd. 

Council is in favor of this preprocessing to stay ahead and be proactive. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.


10. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS.
10A. Report from the Historical Commission
No report for this meeting. 

10B. Report from the OPC Social and Activity Center
Bikson reports that there was a gift from an Estate to the Center.

10C. Report from the Cemetery Advisory Board
Salvia reviewed public comments for the agenda and there was a request regarding pets in the cemetery. There was also a discussion on the communication plan for the gate campaign. There is also a plan for a tour campaign to be set up with Pat McKay at Mt. Avon. 

10D. Report from the Planning Commission
Hauser discusses the public hearings regarding the Graham project and a request for payment in lieu of parking. 134 South Main St. was also discussed regarding their site plan work, which was set for public hearing, and at 139 Romeo was a discussion on parking and set for public hearing as well. 530 Pine Street also was involved in the privatization of a parking lot. There was also an officer election.  There is also a joint Council and Planning meeting on the upcoming Thursday to discuss zoning. 

10F. Report from the City Beautiful Commission
Clauser reports on the sound amplifier project. Banda comments on the date being August 18th for the opening. 

11.  PUBLIC COMMENT
NONE.

12.  GENERAL MISCELLANEOUS.


City Clerk D’Annunzio reminds the public of the public accuracy test on upcoming Thursday at 2:00. Election worker training will be Wednesday. 

Bikson informs the public of the upcoming tennis tournament and its 50th anniversary.  

Trent comments on a newspaper article regarding the work of the monarch butterfly environmentalism. 

Salvia briefs Council about the potential of an intern for the Council. More details to come. 

King comments on the baseball fields in the park and the signs regarding “keep off” and feels that it should be open to the public. 
Jones reminds everyone of the opening of the skatepark tomorrow on the 14th at 5:30. Lions Park also has an event as well as the upcoming sidewalk sales and dancing in the streets for the upcoming weekend. 

12A. Request to go into closed session for City Council to consider Attorney/Client Privileged Opinion Letter

12B. Request for Closed Session for City Council to consider Periodic Personnel Evaluation of City Clerk.

MOTION:	Bikson moved, Salvia seconded,
To go into closed session regarding an Attorney/Client privileged opinion letter and to conduct the personnel evaluation of the City Clerk with intention to potentially return. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.



13.  ADJOURN
Mayor Jones adjourned the meeting at 10:41 p.m.

___________________________________   		_____________________________
Brian D’Annunzio, City Clerk				Debbie Jones, Mayor 

