CITY COUNCIL							
CITY OF ROCHESTER
400 SIXTH STREET, ROCHESTER MICHIGAN
REGULAR MEETING
June 8, 2026
7:00 P.M.
1. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Jones at 7:00 p.m.
2.  ROLL CALL
PRESENT:	Mayor Debbie Jones, Mayor Pro Tem Stuart Bikson, Councilmembers Jessica Clauser, Christian Hauser, Sara King, Nancy Salvia and Marilyn Trent.
ABSENT:  	None.

3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.  PUBLIC COMMENT SCHEDULED/NON-SCHEDULED/PRESENTATIONS
4A.  Update from Senator Michael Webber; giving an update on the legislation he has been working on in the Senate, programs he’s helping to sponsor, and an update on the State’s budget process. 
4B.  Update from Oakland County Commissioner Michael Spisz; giving an update on the Water Commission project for a new building and the potential plan for the County to go out for bonds in the near future.  
4C.  Recognition of Catching Fireflies. Recognized for 20 years of business.
4D.  Presenter for My Green Michigan was unable to attend and will give this update in a future meeting.


[bookmark: _Hlk45282002]5. CONSENT AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk194246395][bookmark: _Hlk126823584]5A.  Regular meeting minutes for May 26th, 2026. 

MOTION:	Bikson moved to approve the consent agenda, Trent seconded,
To approve the regular meeting minutes for May 26th, 2026.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk210569276]5B.  Accept receipt of the Check Register report for May 21st through June 1st 

MOTION:	Bikson moved, Trent seconded,
To approve the use of an Absentee Counting Board, Receiving Board, and to establish an Early Voting Site.
VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia and Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.



6.  OLD BUSINESS/ TABLED ITEMS.
NONE.

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
7A. Public Hearing regarding a request to vacate Scott Street. 
Presentation by the petitioners on their request and plan for the area. Council asks questions on the use, and plan rendering. 

Public hearing opens at 7:40 p.m. 

Two residents spoke in favor of the proposed resolution citing reasons such as: private citizens will take on the cost of the much-needed repairs and restoration of the area instead of the city, as well as provide for a sidewalk that will still provide use to the park.

Five residents spoke against the proposed resolution citing reasons such as: concern over future owners disposition towards the area, not wanting to give away public land, not having enough room on the sidewalk to get to the park, and would like to see it remain a gravel street. 

Public hearing closes at 7:57. 

Council asks about the use of easements, the landscaping of the area, the potential value of the area of property in question, and potential alternatives that could be done there as well as committing the City to taking better care of the street regarding road condition and snow removal.
 
MOTION:	King moved to approve the resolution with the condition that City Council must approve the easements, Hauser seconded,
To approve the regular meeting minutes for May 26th, 2026.
VOTE:	YES:  	Hauser, King.  
NO:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Salvia, Trent.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion NOT Carried.


8. LEGISLATIVE DELIBERATIONS  
NONE.


9. REPORTS AND REGULAR BUSINESS  
[bookmark: _Hlk40941967][bookmark: _Hlk75419862][bookmark: _Hlk74204927][bookmark: _Hlk106795844]
9A. Consideration of a resolution for Sheriff, Search and Rescue Team (SSRT). 
Fire Chief Demoff discusses the program and its uses for Council. 

Council asks about the training involved and liability issues that might arise. They also ask for a report in a year from now on the progress of the program for the public. 

MOTION:	Salvia moved, King seconded,
To approve participation of the Oakland County Sheriff, Search and Rescue Team (SSRT) program.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

9B. Consideration to award a bid to Superior Excavation for the installation of a storm structure at the west end of Drace St. in the amount of $34,496.00. 

Council asks for reasoning behind this system installation and what did the bids look like. 

Public Works Director Shaefer discusses the potential solutions and how this option appears to be the most cost efficient and effective manner for fixing the ongoing drainage problem. This was also the only bid. 

MOTION:	Hauser moved, Clauser seconded,
To award a bid to Superior Excavation for the installation of a storm structure drain at the west end of Drace St. in the amount of $37,000 which includes the 10% contingency.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

9C. 2026/2027 Local and Major road improvement projects. 

Schaefer outlines the road improvement projects for the city with the focus on Greak Oaks and Runyon Road. 

Council asks about how the decisions are made and what the process looks like for assessing road work priorities. Schaefer says he will outline the process. Manager Banda also says that different areas of the city get consideration to spread around the road work. 

MOTION:	Hauser moved, Salvia seconded,
To have Councilmember Trent recuse themselves from voting on Item 9C. 

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT:  None.
Motion Carried.

MOTION:	Salvia moved, Hauser seconded,
To approve the Local and Major road projects, awarding paving work to Hutch Paving and curb and gutter work to L. Anthony Construction.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia.  
NO:  	None.
ABSTAIN: Trent.
Motion Carried. 

9D. Discussion with John Jackson of our Planning Consultant McKenna Associates on next steps to complete the Zoning Districts proposed in the 2022 Master Plan and introduction of our newly designated Planner, Lori Morgan. 

John Jackson introduces the new Planner, Lori Morgan. 

Council asks about her background and what the selection process was like. 

John Jackson outlines the timeline of what is expected and how long it will take to complete the approval of the Zoning Districts. 

Council directs City Administration to send out a poll and find a date for Planning Commission and City Council for a combined workshop to begin this process. 

9E. Mayoral Nomination/Appointment to Historical Commission. 

MOTION:	Salvia moved, King seconded,
To appoint Tim Petro to the Historical Commission.

VOTE:	YES:  	Jones, Bikson, Clauser, Hauser, King, Salvia, Trent.  
NO:  	None.
ABSENT: None.
Motion Carried. 


10. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS REPORTS.
10A. Report from the City Beautiful Commission
Clauser talks about the new rain garden installed and plans for the Eagle Scout project. Banda comments that tiles were donated by resident Pat Kane for a project in the park as well. 

10B. Report from the Retirement Board
Hauser said they are outperforming their performance benchmarks and next meeting is August 12th. 

10C. Report from the Sustainability Committee
Trent talks about My Green Michigan providing compost bins for the public and what the rollout will look like. 

10D. Report from Paint Creek Trailways Commission
King talks about the DIA art program along the trail currently as well as an upcoming ask for an easement for a portion of the trail in Orion Township. 

10E. Report from the Asset Committee
Salvia reports on a follow-up meeting regarding water and sewer rates and upcoming road projects.

10F. Report from the Downtown Development Authority
Clauser reports that the Graham project is still on track to be completed by September. There is also a new club called the Beet Club that is for kids to engage with the farmer’s market. 

10G. Report from the Sister City Committee
Trent reports about a meeting with Priority Waste discussing the leadership changes in their organization. There is also a tour being offered of the recycling facility in Pontiac. Rochester will also begin offering organic composting. 

10H. Report from the Rochester Area Youth Assistance Board
Jones reports on the election of new board members and their youth council. This upcoming Saturday at the library is the non-profit fair.

10I. Report from the Zoning Board of Appeals
Banda reports there were four cases involving a substation looking for fence waivers, a couple of garage remodels, one pulled their request, and a sign for a dental office that was approved. 

10J. Report from the Historical Commission
Jones talks about the recap of the Heritage Festival and the event at the Cemetery for the dedication for past soldiers. 

10K. Report from the Planning Commission
Hauser reports about a traffic study for an upcoming special project and other developments timelines for approval and construction. The Graham project will also be going for a façade alteration request. The Commission’s bylaws have been updated and are pending approval. Other committee asks will be coming early next year. 

10L. Report from the OPC Social and Activity Center
Bikson reports that the Board voted on resident/non-resident policy and kept the policy the same as it has been. There is a strong fund balance currently. The Summer Soire is June 19th. Meals on Wheels passed over 2.8 million meals served and congratulates that program. 

10M. Report from the Finance and Budget Committee
Trent gives report on the past 2 meetings about budget revisions and setting the schedule of the committee and how they will be visiting with department heads. The Fire Chief reviewed the purchase of the new fire truck with them. Police Chief discussed the police fleet with them as well. The police building will need updates as well. 

11.  PUBLIC COMMENT
NONE.

12.  GENERAL MISCELLANEOUS.


City Clerk D’Annunzio notifies Council that there will be a weekly election update in the Manager’s Report. 

City Manager Banda thanks staff for all the events in the city and the parks. There is also a new ordinance enforcement officer that has begun working covering code violations. 

Bikson informs that the Paint Creek Trail is open and thanks to Jason for their work on that. The police open house was also a success. 

Trent thanks the city for their support for the Heritage Festival. There was also River Days at Dinosaur Hill which was a great event. There was also a mini forest tour and thanks to DPW for their work on that. 

Hauser thanks all involved for the Heritage Festival. 

Salvia thanks everyone for the Heritage Festival. There was also a report that came out that the population of Rochester has slightly declined. Griffey Cottage also had their historical marker dedicated. 

Clauser gives a shoutout to Meals on Wheels and thanks all involved in the Heritage Festival. 

Jones reports on a health and wellness fair involving a blood drive and giving out vaccines which was a success. The skate park is also open and she thanks those workers involved. Also thanks the DPW staff for their work in the park. 

Deputy City Clerk Frazho congratulates the family of the Griffey Cottage. 


13.  ADJOURN
Mayor Jones adjourned the meeting at 9:43p.m.

___________________________________   		_____________________________
Brian D’Annunzio, City Clerk				Debbie Jones, Mayor 

