
 

225 S Camburn St 
Stanton, MI, 48888 

Phone (989) 831.4440 
Fax (989) 831.5756 

www.StantonOnline.com 
    

STANTON CITY COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

April 28, 2020 
7:00 PM 

 
According to the Attorney General, interrupting a public meeting in Michigan with hate speech or 
profanity could result in criminal charges under several State statutes relating to Fraudulent Access to a 
Computer or Network (MCL 752.797) and/or Malicious Use of Electronics Communication (MCL 
750.540). According to the US Attorney for Eastern Michigan, Federal charges may include disrupting 
a public meeting, computer intrusion, using a computer to commit a crime, hate crimes, fraud, or 
transmitting threatening communications. Public meetings are being monitored and violations of 
statutes will be prosecuted.  

 
1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Roll Call:  

Mayor Lori Williams 
Mayor Pro Tem               
Vladimir Edelman 
Commissioner Jane Basom 

Commissioner Ray Holloway 
Commissioner Michael Mazzola 
Commissioner Charles Miel    
Commissioner Mary Thomas 

 
4. Approval of Agenda  

 
5. Public Comments and/or Questions (Public Comments shall be limited to 3 minutes per 

person.  A person wishing to address the Commission shall state their name and address 
for the official record.  The Commission may at their discretion respond to comments 
and/or questions after all have been received.) 

 
6. Standing Items 

 
a. Approval of commission meeting minutes of April 14, 2020  
b. Approval of bill payments for the month of April 2020 in the total amount of $34,842.93.  

 
7. Monthly Reports 

 
a. Stanton Police Department 
b. Stanton Public Works 
c. Clerk/Treasurer Report 
d. City Manager 

i. Coronavirus (COVID-19) Emergency Response Update 
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ii. Water & Sewer Rate Adjustments for FY 2020-21 
iii. Capital Improvement Projects 

 
8. New Business  

 
a. Consideration by City Commission to approve a bid award to Berthiaume & Company for a 

three-year contract to provide professional auditing services.  
 

b. Consideration by City Commission to accept the letter of interest from the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation  (MEDC) and to approve proceeding in the application 
review process of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Infrastructure and 
Resiliency Program.  
 

c. Consideration by City Commission to set May 12 as the date to hold a public hearing on the 
City of Stanton proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2020-2021.  
 

9. Committee Reports 
10. Public Comments 
11. Commission Comments 

a. Planning Commission Members 
12. Adjournment  
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City of Stanton 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 14, 2020 
 

1. Call to Order: Pledge of Allegiance – The City of Stanton regular meeting was called to 
order via zoom conference video at 7:09p.m. by Mayor Lori Williams with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

2. Roll Call: Mayor Lori Williams, Jane Basom, Vladimir Edelman, Ray Holloway, Mike 
Mazzola, Chuck Miel, Mary Thomas 

            Absent: None 
 

3. Approval of Agenda 
Motion made by Mazzola second by Thomas to approve the agenda.  Motion carried on a 
voice vote.   
 

4. Public Comments: None  
       

5. Standing Items 
a. Motion made by Edelman second by Basom to approve the Regular Meeting 

Minutes of March 3, 2020.  Motion carried on a voice vote. 
b. Motion made by Mazzola second by Edelman to approve the bills for March 2020 

in the amount of $112,402.22.  Motion carried on a voice vote. 
c. Motion made by Edelman second by Mazzola to approve the bills for April 2020 

in the amount of $56,620.12.  Motion carried on a voice vote. 
d. Motion made by Basom second by Thomas to accept the Revenues and 

Expenditures Report for March 2020.  Motion carried on a voice vote. 
 

6. Monthly Reports 
a. Stanton Police Department – City Manager Davis thanked the police department 

for all they have been doing during the COVID-19 as they are essential workers, 
also Officer Bryce did an hour training for the COVID-19.  He also stated that the 
internal controller at the MMDHD is doing a tremendous job at keeping everyone 
informed and updated. 

b. DPW Report 
c. Clerk/Treasurer Financial Report 
d. City Manager – gave updates on the following 

i. Coronavirus (COVID-19) Emergency Response Update 
ii.   MEDC & Small Business Association Relief Programs 
iii.  Habitat for Humanity, Michael Adams gave an update that the house on First 
Street is completed and the residents have moved in, also they have started 
building on the Bellevue Street lot.  There was discussion about having two 
families that Habitat for Humanity wanted to place in Stanton yet this year. 
Motion made by Miel second by Edelman to give the lot at 335 Second Street to 
Habitat for Humanity for the second family, to be built on yet this year.  Motion 
passed on a voice vote.  
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7. New Business:  

a. No motion was needed but there was an Overview of the City of Stanton proposed 
department budgets for fiscal year 2020-2021. 

 
8. Committee Reports:  

Planning Commission report on zoning for marihuana facilities and events in the City of 
Stanton.  Motion made by Miel second by Mazzola to table the zoning for marihuana 
facilities and events until the Planning Commission has the May 6, 2020 meeting to 
approve the April 1 meeting minutes.  Motion passed on a voice vote. 

 
9.  Public Comments:  

Diane Lowell, DDA, asked that a letter she had written be read about forgiving taxes due 
to COVID-19. 
  

10.  Commission Comments:  
 Commissioner Miel thinks the staff is doing great and appreciates the extra efforts during 
 this time. 
 Mayor Williams would like everyone to stay safe and stay home. 
 

11.  Adjournment 
             Motion made by Edelman second by Miel to adjourn meeting at 8:08p.m.    
             Motion carried on a voice vote. 

 
             Lori Williams, Mayor  
             Lori Braman, Clerk	



CHECK DISBURSEMENT REPORT FOR CITY OF STANTON 1/7Page
:

04/22/2020 03:13 PM
User: LBRAMAN
DB: Stanton

CHECK DATE FROM 04/08/2020 - 04/22/2020

AmountDeptAccountDescriptionPayeeCheck #BankCheck Date

Fund: 101 GENERAL FUND

40.67 448920.000100 CEMETERY ST.CONSUMERS ENERGY9188*#STANT04/10/2020

247.56 448920.000225 S. CAMBURN ST.

367.16 448920.000300 S. MILL ST.

25.77 448920.000119 W. MAIN ST. #WTR

136.91 448920.000119 S. COURT ST.

85.50 448920.000117 S. LINCOLN ST.

29.67 448920.000320 S LINCOLN ST

61.63 448920.000421 E. MAIN ST.

27.67 448920.000125 S. CAMBURN ST.

1,022.54 CHECK STANT 9188 TOTAL FOR FUND 101:

648.11 850710.000INSURANCEAMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE9192STANT04/15/2020

109.50 171801.000PROFESSIONAL SERVICESBLOOM SLUGGETT9193STANT04/15/2020

123.30 448921.000WATER/SEWERCITY OF STANTON9194STANT04/15/2020

530.15 172801.000PROFESSIONAL SERVICESMAIN STREET PLANNING COMPANY9196STANT04/15/2020

4,484.50 172801.000PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

5,014.65 CHECK STANT 9196 TOTAL FOR FUND 101:

286.25 441775.000REPAIR, MAINTENANCEMCDONALD EQUIPMENT CO9197STANT04/15/2020

515.52 101687.000REFUNDS & REBATESREPUBLIC SERVICES #2399198#STANT04/15/2020

200.70 441775.000REPAIR, MAINTENANCE

716.22 CHECK STANT 9198 TOTAL FOR FUND 101:

768.63 850712.000FIRE DEPARTMENTWEST SHORE SERVICES, INC9199STANT04/15/2020

11,563.35 000214.750DUE TO PAYROLL CLEARING FUNDCITY OF STANTON9201*STANT04/21/2020

80.26 172726.000MATERIALS AND SUPPLIESFIRST BANKCARD9203#STANT04/22/2020

51.45 172801.000PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

24.60 441726.000MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES

95.00 441728.000CONFERENCE AND TRAINING

196.06 441775.000REPAIR, MAINTENANCE

447.37 CHECK STANT 9203 TOTAL FOR FUND 101:

34.16 262728.000CONFERENCE AND TRAININGLAUREL K GRAVELYN9204STANT04/22/2020

78.29 172806.000CONTRACTUAL SERVICESMICHIGAN OFFICE SOLUTIONS,INC9205STANT04/22/2020

6,653.39 850710.000INSURANCEPRIORITY HEALTH9206STANT04/22/2020



CHECK DISBURSEMENT REPORT FOR CITY OF STANTON 2/7Page
:

04/22/2020 03:13 PM
User: LBRAMAN
DB: Stanton

CHECK DATE FROM 04/08/2020 - 04/22/2020

AmountDeptAccountDescriptionPayeeCheck #BankCheck Date

Fund: 101 GENERAL FUND

235.42 850710.000INSURANCESTANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY9207STANT04/22/2020

27,701.18 Total for fund 101 GENERAL FUND



CHECK DISBURSEMENT REPORT FOR CITY OF STANTON 3/7Page
:

04/22/2020 03:13 PM
User: LBRAMAN
DB: Stanton

CHECK DATE FROM 04/08/2020 - 04/22/2020

AmountDeptAccountDescriptionPayeeCheck #BankCheck Date

Fund: 202 MAJOR STREET FUND

567.21 000214.750DUE TO PAYROLL CLEARING FUNDCITY OF STANTON9201*STANT04/21/2020

567.21 Total for fund 202 MAJOR STREET FUND



CHECK DISBURSEMENT REPORT FOR CITY OF STANTON 4/7Page
:

04/22/2020 03:13 PM
User: LBRAMAN
DB: Stanton

CHECK DATE FROM 04/08/2020 - 04/22/2020

AmountDeptAccountDescriptionPayeeCheck #BankCheck Date

Fund: 203 LOCAL STREET FUND

567.22 000214.750DUE TO PAYROLL CLEARING FUNDCITY OF STANTON9201*STANT04/21/2020

567.22 Total for fund 203 LOCAL STREET FUND



CHECK DISBURSEMENT REPORT FOR CITY OF STANTON 5/7Page
:

04/22/2020 03:13 PM
User: LBRAMAN
DB: Stanton

CHECK DATE FROM 04/08/2020 - 04/22/2020

AmountDeptAccountDescriptionPayeeCheck #BankCheck Date

Fund: 590 SEWER FUND

305.24 536920.0001100 S, CAMBURN ST.CONSUMERS ENERGY9188*#STANT04/10/2020

26.97 536920.000300 W. WALNUT ST.

16.70 536920.000507 W. MAIN

244.09 536920.000507 W. MAIN ST.

1,660.99 536920.000900 S. CAMBURN ST.

47.29 536920.000717 N. CAMBURN ST.

16.07 536920.000301 S. MILL

310.45 536920.000301 S. MILL ST.

2,627.80 CHECK STANT 9188 TOTAL FOR FUND 590:

901.87 000214.750DUE TO PAYROLL CLEARING FUNDCITY OF STANTON9201*STANT04/21/2020

3,529.67 Total for fund 590 SEWER FUND



CHECK DISBURSEMENT REPORT FOR CITY OF STANTON 6/7Page
:

04/22/2020 03:13 PM
User: LBRAMAN
DB: Stanton

CHECK DATE FROM 04/08/2020 - 04/22/2020

AmountDeptAccountDescriptionPayeeCheck #BankCheck Date

Fund: 591 WATER FUND

26.04 536920.000319 N. MILL ST.CONSUMERS ENERGY9188*#STANT04/10/2020

907.46 536920.000601 N. NEW ST.

157.09 536920.000721 N. CAMBURN ST.

1,090.59 CHECK STANT 9188 TOTAL FOR FUND 591:

32.00 536804.000SAMPLINGSTATE OF MICHIGAN9191STANT04/10/2020

26.75 536727.000POSTAGEGENERAL FUND9195STANT04/15/2020

901.77 000214.750DUE TO PAYROLL CLEARING FUNDCITY OF STANTON9201*STANT04/21/2020

304.50 536775.000REPAIR, MAINTENANCEELHORN ENGINEERING9202STANT04/22/2020

2,355.61 Total for fund 591 WATER FUND



CHECK DISBURSEMENT REPORT FOR CITY OF STANTON 7/7Page
:

04/22/2020 03:13 PM
User: LBRAMAN
DB: Stanton

CHECK DATE FROM 04/08/2020 - 04/22/2020

AmountDeptAccountDescriptionPayeeCheck #BankCheck Date

Fund: 703 TAX ACCOUNT

122.04 000818.000GENERAL FUNDGENERAL FUND3529TAX04/10/2020

122.04 Total for fund 703 TAX ACCOUNT

  '#'-INDICATES CHECK DISTRIBUTED TO MORE THAN ONE DEPARTMENT
  '*'-INDICATES CHECK DISTRIBUTED TO MORE THAN ONE FUND

34,842.93 TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
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																																											March	2020	High	Lights	

	

MARCH	1	

Our	Dept.	along	with	officers	from	Lakeview	and	Carson	City	took	part	in	active	shooter	training	at	
the	old	elementary	school	here	in	Stanton.	The	training	was	put	on	by	Sheriff’s	Dept.	range	
instructors	.We	found	the	training	to	be	very	beneficial.	

	

MARCH	3	

Assisted	EMS	with	a	medical	call	in	the	City	

	

MARCH	20	

Assisted	MSP	with	a	pickup	order	on	E.	Stanton	Rd.	

	

MARCH	25	

Assisted	Stanton	Fire	in	the	City	

	

ADDITIONAL	

We	would	like	to	thank	Wendie	Switala	for	donating	face	masks	to	the	Dept.	

I	have	been	advised	by	Dick	Jamison	from	the	American	Legion	that	the	Memorial	Day	parade	has	
been	cancelled.	

Chief	Joe	Patino	



Police	Report	2020 Jan Fe
b

Ma
rch

Ap
ril

Ma
y

Jun
e

Jul
y	

Au
g

Se
pt Oc

t
No
v

De
c

Ye
arl
y	T
ota
l

20
19

Alarms 2 0 0 2 11
Animal	Complaints 0 1 0 1 20
Assists	to	EMS	Fire	LE 8 4 3 15 53
Asssist	To	The	Public	911	RAW 1 1 1 3 22
Attempted	B&E 0 1 0 1 1
Be	On	The	Look	Out 0 1 0 1 7
Car	Accidents 0 1 0 1 23
Car	Thefts 0 1 0 1 2
Check	The	Well	Being 0 0 0 0 11
Child	Custody	Dispute 0 0 0 0 7
CPS	and	Sex	Crime	Cases 1 1 1 3 16
Civl	Complaints 0 0 3 3 9
Disturbances 0 0 2 2 14
Destruction	Of	Property 0 0 0 0 9
Domestic	Disturbance 1 0 2 3 29
Drug	Complaints 0 0 0 0 0
Found	and	Lost	Property 0 2 1 3 10
Harrasment 1 0 0 1 6
I.D.	Theft 0 0 0 0 3
Liquor	Liquor	License	Inspection 0 0 0 0 2
Fraud	And	Larceny 1 2 2 5 16
Mental	Health	Transports 1 0 1 2 6
Ordinance	Violations 1 4 5 10 22
Ordinance	Violation	Tickets 0 0 0 0 8
Peddlers	permit 0 0 0 0 3
PPO	And	Court	Violations 0 1 0 1 3
Retail	Fraud 0 0 0 0 3
Suicidal	Subject 1 0 0 1 2
Suspicious	Person 1 1 0 2 14
Suspicious	Vehicle 1 0 1 2 4
Suspicious	Situation 0 1 1 2 9
Threats 0 0 0 0 5
Trespassing	Complaint 0 1 1 2 7
Traffic	Complaints 4 1 4 9 36
Total 22 24 28 74 413
ROAD	PATROL	ACTIVITES
Patrol	Miles 577 676 711 1,324 10,350
Property	Inspections 98 132 57 287 1,215
Liquor	Inspections 19 27 27 73 327
Traffic		Stops 1 1 9 11 108
Verbal	Warnings 4 10 8 22 98
Tickets 0 1 3 4 14
Cars	Investigated 6 20 12 38 163
Subjects	Investigated 5 11 16 32 171
Arrests 1 1 0 2 17
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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Mayor Williams & Stanton City Commission 
From:  Vester Davis, Jr., City Manager 
Date:  April 24, 2020 
Subject: Water & Sewer Rate Schedule for FY 2020-2021  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In November, staff from Prein & Newhof and Baker Tilly gave presentations on the Stormwater, 
Asset Management, and Wastewater (SAW) findings and recommendations. Also presented were 
recommended capital improvement projects for the water, sewer and stormwater utility systems. 
Baker Tilly suggested financing the capital improvements by utility rate increases, bonding, and 
grant seeking. At the conclusion of the meeting there appeared to be general support of the 
financing plan as presented. *NOTE: A grant award for utility improvements does not lessen or 
eliminate the need for annual rate adjustments.  
 
Enclosed are the proposed water and sewer rate schedule for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 
2020. The proposed rate adjustments are in-line with the projections previously discussed in 
November. Furthermore, the proposed rate adjustments will benefit the public by helping to fund 
the ongoing Operations and Maintenance of the municipal owned utilities for Water and Sewer.  
 
RECOMMENDED RATE ADJUSTMENT 
 
Per section 13.2 Rates and Charges of the City of Stanton Charter, “The city commission shall 
provide for the charging of just and reasonable rates as may be necessary for the operation of any 
utility.”  
 
Baker Tilly Municipal Advisors concurrently completed a Water Rate Study with the Sewer Rate 
Study included in the SAW Grant – Asset Management Financial Plan. Currently no rate 
structure exists for the stormwater utility system, therefore, the general fund is called upon for 
project funding.   
 
 Sewer – Baker Tilly recommends a two-step increase of sewer rates for readiness to 
charge, user fee rates, additional units, and flat rate fees. After the second rate adjustment, all 
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rates will increase annually by 3%, for ten years. Shown on the charts below are current rates and 
proposed increases beginning July 1, 2020 for both sewer and water.   
 
 
 

Sewer 2019/20 (Current) 2020/21 
(Adjustments) Increase 

Readiness to Serve 
(monthly) $20.92 $23.92 $3.00 

User fee rate (per 
1,000 gal.) $3.43 $3.93 $.50 

Additional unit 
(monthly) $14.45 $16.52 $2.07 

Flat rate fee (monthly) $31.99 $36.58 $4.59 
 
 
 Water – Baker Tilly recommends increasing the existing annual statutory fee increase for 
water readiness to serve, user fee rates, additional units, and flat rate fees by 1%, which means 
the annual increase will be 3%, or the consumer general price level, whichever is greater. 
 
 

Water 2019/20 (Current) 2020/21  
(3% increase) 

Dollar 
Increase 

Readiness to Serve        
(monthly) $19.25 $19.83 $0.58 

User fee rate                        
(per 1,000 gal.) $3.73 $3.84 $0.11 

Additional fee            
(monthly)  $13.28 $13.68 $0.40 

 
 
BENFITS FOR WATER AND SEWER RATE ADJUSTMENTS 
 
Water/Sewer utilities are enterprise operations that should produce enough revenues to support 
its operations, debt, and capital improvements while solving to cash balance. Both utilities may 
incur debt from bond issuance through the United States Department of Agriculture for capital 
repairs so reserves alone will not suffice the financial needs.  
 
REQUEST 
Consideration by City Commission to adopt the proposed Water & Sewer Rate Schedule for the 
fiscal year beginning in July 1, 2020. 



 

3355 Evergreen Drive NE   Grand Rapids, MI 49525   t. 616-364-8491 f. 616-364-6955   www.preinnewhof.com 
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April 15, 2020 
 
 
Vester Davis 
City of Stanton 
P.O. Box 449 
Stanton, MI 48888 
 
RE: Capital Improvement Projects 
 
Dear Mr. Davis: 
 
It is our understanding that the City is interested in investigating funding options for the 
following projects: 

• Project #202001 – East Main Street Water Service Connection 

• Project #202101 – Vine Water Main and Force Main 

• Project #202102 – Lincoln Street Storm + Sanitary + Water 

• Project #202103 – Camburn Lift Station Improvements 

• Project #202201 – W. Main Street Water Main 

• Project #202204 – Pond 2 Berm Repair 

• Project #202301 – State Sanitary 

• Project #202302 – West Lift Station Improvements 

• Project #202401 – North Court Water Main 

• Project #202402 – South Court Water Main 

• Project #202501 – Inlet Structure Improvements 

• Project #202502 – Sanitary Sport Repairs 

• Project #202601 – Lake, Hill and Grove Water Improvements 

• Project #202602 – Pond 2 Bypass Pipe 

• Project #202701 – Day Street Sanitary 

• Project #202703 – E. Lake Water Improvements 

 

These projects were identified during the asset management planning process completed in 2019 
and are included in the City’s Capital Improvement Plan.  They include improvements to the 
City’s wastewater collection system, water system and storm system.   



 

Mr. Vester Davis 
April 15, 2020 
Page 2 
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As you know, several funding options are available including USDA’s Rural Development Rural 
Utilities program.  This is a very popular grant and low interest loan program for communities 
with less than 10,000 population. 

We have previously met with Paul Bristol from the Rural Development office to review details 
regarding their funding program.  The following is a list of some of the benefits of this program: 
40-year amortization, potential for grant, low interest rates, no prevailing wage rate requirement 
and no prepayment penalty. 

We have been working with City staff and Andy Campbell from Baker Tilly (financial advisor) 
to determine the financial impacts these projects would have on the City’s general fund and 
utility rates.  This analysis cannot be completed until a full application is submitted to Rural 
Development to determine the City’s eligibility for grants and loans. 

 

Professional Services 

Our proposed services include the following: 

• Preliminary Engineering 

o Meetings with USDA Rural Development 

o Meetings with City staff and advisors 

o Preliminary Engineer’s Estimates and funding source breakdown 

• USDA Rural Development Application (Water, Wastewater) 

o Separate applications are needed for each system 

o Environmental Report  

 

Schedule 

 

We anticipate completing the Rural Development Applications within 3 months of authorization.  
A response from Rural Development is typically received within a month.  Their response will 
include whether the City qualifies for grant (and how much) and the interest rate for the financed 
portion of the project. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mr. Vester Davis 
April 15, 2020 
Page 3 
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Fee Estimate 

 

We propose to perform these professional services at our normal hourly rates plus expenses 
billed monthly with the total not-to-exceed $20,000.   

We appreciate the opportunity to submit this proposal and look forward to continuing our 
professional relationship with the City of Stanton.  Please call if you have any questions.   

Sincerely, 
 
Prein&Newhof 

 
Jason Washler, P.E. Kevin Koster, P.E. 
 
KEK/jw 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To: Mayor Williams & Stanton City Commission 
From:  Vester Davis, Jr., City Manager 
Date:  April 17, 2020  
Subject: Bid Award for Professional Auditing Services 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The City is in need of professional auditing services in order to ensure that the city is practicing fiscal 
responsibility and compliant with Public Act 2 of 1968, as amended through Public Act 493 of 2000 
(MCL 141.421, et al.). Periodically, the city should review its options for professional services and 
published a request for proposals (RFP) as deemed appropriate. As a result, the city published an 
advertisement on the city website and issued direct mailings to regional certified public accounting 
firms. All proposals were due on March 20, 2020.  
 
BID RESULTS 
Six firms submitted responses to our RFP responded to the advertisement, but only three actually 
submitted proposals. Professional services, such as auditing, should be reviewed using a quality-based 
selection process and not just the lowest bid selection requirement. In selecting the auditing services, 
consideration should given to the size of the firm, the ability of staff to service our City, and its 
experience in the municipal sector of public accounting.  
 
Firm Name Location Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 
Berthiaume & Co. Saginaw, MI $7,290 $7,340 $7,490 
Gabridge & Co. Grand Rapids, MI $7,725 $7,725 $7,725 
Rosalund, Prestage & 
Co. Alma, MI $12,250 $12,510 $12,770 

Hungerford Grand Rapids, MI NO BID 
Yeo & Yeo Saginaw, MI NO BID 
Vredeveld Haefner Grand Rapids, MI NO BID 
 
ALTERNATIVES FOR CONSIDERATION 

1. Approve a bid award to Berthiaume & Company for professional auditing services. 
2. Approve a bid award to an alternate bidder listed above.  
3. Postpone action to discuss at a later date.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that City Commission approve a bid award to Berthiaume & Company for 
professional auditing services based on their submitted bid proposal.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 

• Attachment  - Bid proposals 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To: Stanton City Commission 
From:  Vester Davis, Jr., City Manager 
Date:  April 24, 2020  
Subject: MEDC Infrastructure and Resiliency (IR) Grant Application Update 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
In November 2019, the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) announced the 
acceptance of Applications for new projects under the State of Michigan’s Community Development 
Block Grant Infrastructure (CDBG) and Resiliency (IR) program. Grant awards will range from 
$500,000 to $1,700,000. Citing the need to address infrastructure throughout the city of Stanton, staff is 
requesting consideration by the City Commission to approve the submission of a grant application to 
request $1,689,573 in CDBG funds to improve storm water, water and sewer infrastructure near 
Bradford Street.  
 
PROPOSED PROJECT OVERVIEW 
Listed in the 2019 Capital Improvement Plan formed under the recent SAW Grant is the Bradford 
Extended Storm Sewer Improvements and Detention Pond (Project No: 202303).  

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Included in the attachments is an authorizing resolution, which states the City of Stanton will commit 
local funds to execute the proposed project, if funded. The proposed local match amount of $563,191.25 
will account for 25% of the total project costs. The budget overview, also in the attachments, shows that 
the match amount will come from the General Fund, Water Fund, and Sewer Fund. Overall all local 
funds are in a positive state to fund the proposed project.  
 
 
 
 General Fund Water Fund Sewer Fund 
Pct. % 52.3% 40.2% 7.4% 
Dollar amount  $294, 674 $226,261 $41,846 
Remaining fund balance  

(Unrestricted) $265,896 $362,802 $294,531 
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REQUESTED ACTION 
A letter of interest from the MEDC dated April 16, 2020 was emailed to the City of Stanton via email 
expressing how the City’s grant application has been recommended to proceed in the application process 
 
ALTERNATIVES FOR CONSIDERATION 

1. Agree to proceed with the Application process as presented. 
2. Agree not to proceed with the Application process. 
3. Postpone action to discuss at a later date, prior to May 19, 2020.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the City Commission agree to proceed with Application process as presented by 
the Michigan Economic Development Corporation. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

• Attachment – Letter of Interest from the MEDC 
 
 



 

 

April 16, 2020 

 

 

 

Mr. Vester Davis              Via Email 

City Manager 

City of Stanton 

225 S. Camburn Street 

Stanton, MI  48888 

 

Re: Letter of Interest – City of Stanton Infrastructure and Resiliency Improvement Project 

 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

 

Thank you for giving the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) the opportunity to 

review the City of Stanton’s Application under the Michigan Strategic Fund (“MSF”)’s Community 

Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) Program.  Based on the review of the City’s Application, the City 

has been recommended to proceed in the application process and may be eligible for an Infrastructure and 

Resiliency (IR) Grant not to exceed $1,689,574.  Please note that this is not a grant award.  Until the 

potential grant offer has been approved by the MSF, the City must abstain from making public 

announcements.  

 

CDBG funding is awarded to the State by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) and administered by the MEDC, through the MSF.  The project meets the National Objective of 

benefiting low- and moderate-income persons. 

 

Due to federal regulations associated with CDBG funding, this program requires an Environmental 

Review that can take 2-3 months.  To remain eligible for this funding, project costs, including CDBG, 

local, private, and any other project costs, cannot be incurred until the environmental review procedures 

have been completed and the Community has received written approval from the MSF.  Incurring costs is 

defined as making commitments relevant to the project.  This includes, but is not limited to, entering 

lease/easement/purchase agreements, ordering equipment, signing contracts, and performing any work 

other than activities to be determined exempt from the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 

(NEPA).   

 

The selected communities will be required to comply with all CDBG Program requirements as stated in 

the MEDC’s Grant Administration Manual (Link).  To assist the City with making a decision on 

continuing with the application process, the CDBG program requirements are summarized below.  These 

requirements include, but are not limited to: 

https://www.miplace.org/resources/?filters=77%2C34&page=1
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• Area Benefit National Objective 

o Ensuring that the project activities benefit the entire Community; 

• Environmental Review 

o Ensuring that the correct level of environmental review will be completed; 

o Ensuring that project costs will not be incurred until the correct level of environmental 

review has been conducted; 

o Ensuring that a re-evaluation of the environmental review will be conducted if changes 

are made to the project scope; 

• Financial Management 

o Ensuring that the community has a sound financial management system; 

o Ensuring that costs are reasonable; 

o Ensuring that the correct procurement process will be followed when engaging 

consultants and contractors; 

o Ensuring that contractors are properly licensed, bonded, and insured; 

• Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act 

o Ensuring that easements are acquired according to federal requirements; 

• Federal Labor Standard Provisions 

o Ensuring that the required federal language is included in the bid documents; 

o Ensuring that all contractors and subcontractors are eligible to work on CDBG projects; 

o Informing the selected contractor and subcontractors that employees must be paid 

prevailing wage rates; 

o Conducting employee interviews; 

o Reviewing certified payrolls and  employees interviews to ensure that employees have 

been paid prevailing wages; 

• Reporting requirements 

o Progress Reports due twice per year 

o Single Audit Requirement due once per year  

o Section 3 Summary Report due once per year 

o MEDC Payables due once per year 

o Contract and Subcontract Activity Report once per year 

• Plan and Policy Requirements 

o Procurement Policy 

o Public Participation Plan 

o Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Plan 

o Section 3 Policy 

o Section 3 Plan 

o Fair Housing Ordinance/Plan 

o Excessive Force Policy 
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Any incentive awarded under the CDBG Program is contingent upon several factors, including (i) 

submission by the Community of a completed application and all other documentation required under the 

Program, (ii) satisfactory community support, (iii) available funding, (iv) the project occurring at the site 

identified, (v) approval of an award by the MSF, (vi) execution of a final agreement between the 

Community and the MSF containing established milestones and reporting requirements, and (vii) 

execution and certification of the Applicant section of the Grant Agreement, and all other detailed terms 

and conditions, required by the MSF. 

 

Finally, the MEDC requires all projects that receive funding through the MSF include the MEDC logo on 

any site signage throughout construction of the project.  Please submit a request to use the MEDC logo 

using the online system (Link). The MEDC will need to approve a sample of the signage with the logo’s 

placement prior to any signage being displayed.  Please keep in mind the logo should be used in a 

secondary manner and preferred placement is in the lower right or left hand corner. Please find the brand 

guidelines and the logo (Link). All approved logos for use are not to be utilized until MSF approval of the 

incentive, but we recommend submitting a request in tangent with staff’s due diligence for the project 

request. Any staff events planned around breaking ground or project start should be coordinated with 

MEDC staff.  Please let the MEDC know at least three (3) weeks in advance if you are planning an event.  

 

This letter of interest is subject to the City’s ability to meet the following contingency, receive approval 

from the MSF, and execute a Grant Agreement with the MSF. 

 

1. Contingency #1 – Due no later than May 19, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.  Return to the MEDC one of 

the following: 

a. This Letter of Interest, signed on the last page by the Authorized Elected Official, 

accepting the offer to continue in the application process, certifying that the Community 

has not yet started/incurred project costs and certifying that the Community will not 

start/incur project costs until authorized by the MEDC.  

 

OR; 

 

b. This Letter of Interest, signed on the last page by the Authorized Elected Official, 

declining the offer to continue in the application process.  By electing to decline the offer 

to continue in the application process or by electing not to sign and return this Letter of 

Interest no later than May 19, 2020 at 5:00 p.m., the Community is choosing not to 

pursue the proposed CDBG funding. 

http://www.michiganbusiness.org/logo-request/
http://www.michiganbusiness.org/logo-request/
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As indicated above, please return to the MEDC no later than May 19, 2020 this Letter of Interest signed 

on the last page by the Community’s Authorized Elected Official indicating whether this offer to continue 

in the application process is being accepted or declined. Contingency items as specified above must also 

be attached and submitted no later than May 19, 2020.   

 

Submit the documents and/or questions to Louis Vinson, Senior CDBG Program Specialist at 

vinsonl1@michigan.org. Congratulations on being selected to continue with the CDBG IR Application 

Process!   

 

Sincerely,        

        
Christine Whitz 

Director, Community Development Block Grant Program 

 

cc: Louis Vinson, Senior CDBG Program Specialist via email 

mailto:vinsonl1@michigan.org
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Please select one of the two below options, sign, and return this Letter of Interest as explained above no 

later than 5:00 P.M. on May 19, 2020: 

 

1.   By checking this box, the Community has agreed to proceed with the Application process, 

including the contingency items outlined above.  The Community also certifies that project costs 

included in the project budget have not yet been obligated, incurred, and/or expended (see 

paragraph 3 on the first page). 

 

 

___________________________________________  _________________ 

Authorized Local Official Signature    Date 

 

_______________________________________ 

Title 

 

 

2.   The Community has agreed not to proceed with the Application process and has chosen not 

to pursue the proposed Community Development Block Grant Program funding. 

 

 

___________________________________   _________________  

Authorized Local Official Signature    Date 

 

___________________________________ 

Title 
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